MOCHELS’ HARDWARE
BUILDING

Levi Mertz and Chorles Mochel epastreded the original building ot 38 § Main (lofer renembesed
5172 Main Strest), where the 2 partners opened their business, Mantz & Mochel on June 25, 1834,
The building consisted of o basemsent and 2 stories, utilizing wood colurans, beoms and floors,
wnd was bordered by allays o the south and west. Elecricity wos added in 1900,

I 19722, Mgtz sold his interest to Charles Mochel, who formed o partnership with his soa, John

Mothel, Sr. The business wos renomed Charles Machel & Son. Alsa in 1922, by closing the alley fo

Ihe south, the Mothels expanded the building far the first fime. Next came the 1932 facelif that
chonged the store front to what is seen today.

Aiter Chasles’ death in 1945, John Se. renamed the business Mookals Savaware, establizhing ifs
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ord second floars were extended above the newly excovated busement eddifien,

ol reaching the west elley.

Jokin Mochel Jr., joined bis fother, Joha St os partner in 1957. In 1960, just o year after the store’s
75th nniversary, John 5. possed away, From that fime, John Jr. wos sole proprietor until Mockals
tlosed in 1995, ending 111 years of serving residents of Downers Grove and neighbaring towns.
Mochels s the only cantennial business on Main Streed in fhe histoey of Dewners Grove,

The Machels Herdware building is o tribute o three generations of Mochels who were actively
imvobved in local gevernment, civic organizations, ond communily service, greally influending the
duwelopmant of the Yilloge of Dewners Grove for gver o century.
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